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Office of Personnel Management § 180.103 

Subpart D—Administrative Wage 
Garnishment 

AUTHORITY: 15 U.S.C. 46; 31 U.S.C. 3720D; 31 
CFR 285.11(f). 

§ 179.401 Administrative wage garnish-
ment. 

General. OPM may use administrative 
wage garnishment to collect debts in 
accordance with the requirements of 31 
U.S.C. 3720D and 31 CFR 285.11, includ-
ing debts it refers to the Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service, Department of the 
Treasury, for cross-servicing pursuant 
to 31 U.S.C. 3711. This part adopts and 
incorporates all of the provisions of 31 
CFR 285.11 concerning administrative 
wage garnishment, including the hear-
ing procedures described in 31 CFR 
285.11(f). This section does not apply to 
collection of debt by Federal salary off-
set, under 5 U.S.C. 5514, the process by 
which OPM collects debts from the sal-
aries of Federal employees. 

[79 FR 29072, May 21, 2014] 

PART 180—EMPLOYEES’ PERSONAL 
PROPERTY CLAIMS 

Sec. 
180.101 Scope and purpose. 
180.102 Claimants. 
180.103 Time limitations. 
180.104 Allowable claims. 
180.105 Claims not allowed. 
180.106 Claims involving carriers and insur-

ers. 
180.107 Claims procedure. 
180.108 Settlement of claims. 

AUTHORITY: Sec. 3, 78 Stat. 767, as amended; 
31 U.S.C. 241. 

SOURCE: 43 FR 47163, Oct. 13, 1978, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 180.101 Scope and purpose. 
(a) The Military Personnel and Civil-

ian Employees’ Claims Act of 1964, 31 
U.S.C. 240 to 243, authorizes the Direc-
tor, Office of Personnel Management to 
settle and pay (including replacement 
in kind) claims of officers and employ-
ees of OPM, amounting to not more 
than $15,000, for damage to or loss of 
personal property incident to their 
service. Claims are payable only for 
such types, quantities, or amounts of 
tangible personal property (including 
money) as the approving authority 

shall determine to be reasonable, use-
ful, or proper under the circumstances 
existing at the time and place of the 
loss. In determining what is reason-
able, useful, or proper, the approving 
authority will consider the type and 
quantity of property involved, cir-
cumstances attending acquistion and 
use of the property, and whether pos-
session or use by the claimant at the 
time of damage or loss was incident to 
service. 

(b) The Government does not under-
write all personal property losses that 
a claimant may sustain and it does not 
underwrite individual tastes. While the 
Government does not attempt to limit 
possession of property by an individual, 
payment for damage or loss is made 
only to the extent that the possession 
of the property is determined to be rea-
sonable, useful, or proper. If individ-
uals possess excessive quantities of 
items, or expensive items, they should 
have such property privately insured. 

§ 180.102 Claimants. 
(a) The following are proper claim-

ants: 
(1) Officers and employees of OPM; 
(2) Former officers and employees of 

OPM whose claims arose out of inci-
dents which occurred before their sepa-
ration; 

(3) The authorized agent or legal rep-
resentative of persons in §§ 180.102(a)(1) 
and 180.102(a)(2); 

(4) Survivors of persons in 
§§ 180.102(a)(1) and 180.102(a)(2) in the 
following order of precedence: 

(i) Spouse, 
(ii) Children, 
(iii) Father or mother, or both, 
(iv) Brothers or sisters, or both. 
(b) A claim may not be presented by 

or for the benefit of a subrogee, as-
signee, conditional vendor, or other 
third party. 

§ 180.103 Time limitations. 
A claim must be presented in writing 

within 2 years after it accrues, except 
during war or armed conflict. If war or 
armed conflict occurs within the 2-year 
period following accrual, when claim-
ant shows good cause, the claim may 
be presented within 2 years after the 
cause ceases to exist but not more than 
2 years after termination of the war or 
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